


The National Park Foundation is proud to be the steward of philanthropic support 
for America’s National Parks, a system of nearly 400 natural, cultural, historical and 
recreational sites representing all aspects of what it means to be an American. For 
more than a century, private citizens have helped to create, protect and restore these 
special places.  Many national parks owe their very existence to generous and forward 
thinking citizens. In collaboration with the National Park Service, we strive to connect 
all Americans to their national parks by raising private funds, making strategic grants, 
creating innovative partnerships and increasing public awareness.

Over the last several years, we have strengthened the financial condition and operations 
of the National Park Foundation while simultaneously strengthening our grant programs 
and park support.  We’ve achieved this through the financial support of thousands of 
generous individuals, our foundation grantors, and corporate sponsors whose passion 
matches our own.  We are delighted, too, by the active engagement by Americans—of all 
ages—in our First Bloom plantings, trail restoration activities, Share the Experience photo 
contest, and educational programs such as the Junior Ranger essay contest and the Little 
Rock Nine electronic field trip.  

• Net assets have increased more than $9 million or 15%
• Operating reserves have increased from negligible to more than $5 million
• By streamlining in-kind giving directly to national parks (rather than through the  	     	
  Foundation) and expanding cash support, our impact has increased and contributed    	   	
  services reported through our financials have decreased from 56% to 16% of total support  
• More than $9 million has been released to strengthen the philanthropic endeavors of local  	
  communities and citizens through local friends groups
• A trend of drawing from the Board-designated endowment for regular business activities 	
  has been reversed
• More than $500,000 has been invested in technology and information systems, reducing 	
  recurring vendor costs and improving operating efficiencies
• As evidenced by a decreasing trend in total fundraising and G&A expenses, we have 	     	
  improved effectiveness in our work
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Since 1967 and without federal appropriation, 
the National Park Foundation—chartered by 
Congress as the only national charitable partner 
of America’s National Parks—has sustained a 
legacy of private philanthropy.
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